
December 19, 2022 

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

ASHLEY MOODY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

As I am writing to you today, the national opioid crisis continues to rage. Americans need their 
elected leaders and policy makers taking unified action against this carnage. In 2009, while you were 
serving as Vice President, the director of the Office of the National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) was 
removed from a cabinet-level position to a presidential appointment. 1 In the face of our growing crisis, I 
am calling on you to reverse that decision. 

This departure has left a gaping hole in coordinating our nation's priorities and policies for drug 
control. Fentanyl is now the number one killer of adults aged 18-45.2 It is not only killing adults but 
teenagers as well. Fentanyl-related deaths among teens increased 168% in 2020, with 680 deaths 
nationwide---last year, 77% of all teen overdose deaths involved fentanyl. 3 

The skyrocketing death toll is being fueled by illicit fentanyl manufactured in either China, or with 
chemicals from China, and smuggled across our southwest border by drug cartels. In your recent meeting 
with Xi Jinping, you failed to discuss fentanyl or China's role in supplying Mexican drug cartels with the 
precursors offentanyl that is flooding our border and killing record numbers of Americans.4 This problem 
will be exacerbated by the expiration of Title 42-where an expected mass migration surge will provide 
cover for more of this deadly drug to enter the country. 

1 https:/ /www .sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-lz 1 e31 hatchl 94 l29-downgrading-drug-czar-and-his-of-2009mar31-story .html
2 https:/ /www .foxnews.com/us/fentany I-overdoses-leading-cause-death-adults
3 https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/04/12/l 092309418/teen-drug-overdose-deaths-rose-sharply-in-2020-driven-by-fentanyl­
laced-pills 
4 https://www.foxnews.com/media/biden-called-failing-bring-covid-chinas-xi-stand-families
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